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that both sexes were equally

fgirly
represented in the survey.(0f the respo-
ndents 56.9 percent were male and 45.7
percent female.The majority of  the
students were young.Among them /8.1

percent were 26 years old or younger ,

and the balance were between the ages
of 27 and 36.
IMPORTANCE OfF THE STUDY.The 1impor -

tance of this study relates to the common
problem and objective of all non-Western
countries- westernization and 1independ-
ence. A solution to this common problem

is a major step toward the achievement

of such objective.
According to the late Dr.Ali
Shariati(1968:39): Up to now,
we have not closely and
"scientifically" analyzed
our problems.All we  have

ks,

done '1s to moan 1n our

misery, and it 1s obvious
that such moaning i1s of no
value. Sometimes the false
impression may be raised
that we have diagnosed our
ills which it must be said |,
we have not.

In addition to the above fact , the
irportance of this study stems from the
following: (1) Iran's geograghic  and
strategic situation and her role as a
balancing power in the Middle East (2)
Iran's natural resources, such as oil,

gas and copper which the industrial

world is demanding; (3) Iran as a major

test case of conditions of rapid social

change;(4) Iran as a model  for the
oppressed people of the world, especia-
11y those of Third World countries.
Conclusions. Westernization in Iran,
as 1n all non-western countries, has
been an urban and upper-middle class
phenomenon Managers of Westernization
were either Westerner (colonizers )
or indigenous elites(exploiters) with
the aim of controlling the masses. The
process of Westernization created a
social dichotomy between the''modernists”
and ''neo-traditionalists" along the lines
socio-economic status.ror the findings
1indicated a positive relationship between
soci1o-economic status and the level of
Westernized tendenies of the students.
Ihe elite encouraged modern educa-
tion with the aim of a change 1n accepted
values.In other words, they expected a
gradual transformation of viewpoints
along with political, social and eccnomic
changes. But the analysis of the view-
points 1ndicated that the new outlooks
did not have any basis in the  masses

(as in the case of liberalism  and

technocracy) or any place in the masses'
psychological make up(as in the case
of Marxism).

ooclal scientists such as omelser
(1968) expected new value systems 1like
nationalism to diminish the hold of
traditional religion. To the contrary ,
this study indicates that access by
lower and traditional middle class child-
ren to modern higher education motivated

them to preserve traditional cultural



British and American missionary

Schools.

B.With the foundation of Dar
al-Funun(an academy of the arts
and sciences),which was the

main entrance of Western

techniques and science, until
the twentieth century.
II.Printed publication,such as news-
papers and Periodicals , and
especlally pamphlets and books.
Although most of the people were
1lliterate,they would often gather
and listen to their recitation .
II111.The adapticn of business techn-
iques of the West,such as banking
and communication, and the rapid

increase in export-import trade.

IV, The students who were sent abroad.

V.Merchants, especially those  who
were established abroad (Kazemi

1973; Young, 1948; Lambt.on,1957).

The impact of the West on Iran was

not only technological but i1deological
as well. At the beginning,no differentia-
tion was made between the material and
non-material aspects of westernization.
shah ,

Fven during the reign of Reza

emphasis was put on adopting the techno-
logy and other material achievement of
the West, but nationalism was also adop-
ted, which was a product of the West
(Banani, 1967).The nationalism which was
promoted in the period of constitutional
struggle was different from Reza Shah's
nationalism. The first had religious

color, while the second was antagonistic

to Islam(Lambton,1957).
THE PROBLEM. The objective

study was to examine the impact of Wes-

of this

tern education on Iranian social,cultural
and spiritual values since the beginn -
ing of the process of Westernization in
the sixteenth century up to the present
time.It was also attempted to answer the
following research question,using Iran
as a case study.Has the 1ncreased access

by lower and traditional middle class

Students to modern Western forms of higher
education motivated them to preserve
traditional, cultural and spiritual
values rather than abandon them,contrary
to the expectations of the Western and
Westernized Iranian Scholars.

METHOD.A descriptive historical approach

was employed. Responses to Westernization
and patterns of change 1n social,cultural
and spiritual values were examined by

reviewlng the literature and conducting

a survey to assess and compare the degree
of wexternization of Iranian University

students from a variety of socio-economic
backgrounds studying in the United States .

Two groups of 50, each were surveyed |,

those who were westernized and those who
had neo-traditional. tendencies.

It was intended that the study provice
information that would be  useful 1n
determining the relationship of  the
students' 1deological tendencies,socio-
economic status, and degrees of religio-
sity as compared to their parents'degrees

of religiosity and educational status.

The distribution of the sample indicated
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Dr ALI
REZAIAN

IEIRUDUCTIOHLWesternization 1s a to the Christian Princes.Robert Sherley

common phenomenon among all the Third remained 1n Iran for nearly 10 years and

*

world nations(Jameela, 1976).Iran 1is apparently helped to reorganize the
no exception.The beginning of western Iranian army.Then Shah Abbas sent to
impact on Iran goes back to the six- Furope on two missions in 1608 and 1615
teenth and seventeenth centuries,when "Concerned both with fighting the Turks
the Safavid rulers welcomed Europeans and with trade'"(Stevens, 1974 «+ 423).

to their courts.The kEnglish  Sherley Robert died in (Qazvin in July 1628.How-

brothers were among the pioneers  in ever, contacts with Europe and consequentl
the development of political and Western influence in Iran were greatly
military relations between Iran and accelerated during the (ajar  period ,

the West(Young,1948).Sir Roger Stevens especially during Amir Kabir's Premier-

(1974 )maintained that  Sir Anthony ship (Vezarat) and later with the
Sherley,accompanied by a party of 26 constitutional movement(Lambtion,1957).

1including his 19-Year-ald brother, Besides an increasing number of travelers
Robert, arrived in Qazvin(the former merchants, and advénturers 1in Iran

capital city of Iran ) 1in December, Western life and thought moved into Iran
1598.After developing a warm relaticn mainly i1n the following ways:

with Shah Abbas he was sent back to I[.Formal educational channels:

turope 1n May, 1599 as Shah Abbas'eiwvoy A.With the foundation of French.



